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USPS during COVID-19? 

This article is up to date as of April 14, 2020. We will update as we are able, 

but for the most recent information, please visit usps.com. 

What do I need to know about the United States Postal 

Service in the time of COVID-19? 

The United States Postal Service is an essential part of our country’s 

infrastructure and remains open with minimal disruptions to its service. 

In order to protect its customers and employees, the USPS is taking the 

following safety measures: 

1. Sourcing and distributing supplies of masks, cleaning products, and 

gloves to its 30,000+ local post offices for employee use. 

2. Minimizing person-to-person contact in retail and mail-processing 

facilities by means of sneeze/cough guards, floor tape, and signs. 

3. Reinforcing proper social distancing behaviors; eliminating signing 

requirements for Mobile Delivery. 

4. Educating and updating employees with latest CDC guidance and 

instructions. 

5. Updating paid sick leave policies. 

6. Working locally to adapt specific operational plans within 

communities to ensure that the postal service can continue to serve all 

people. 

Is there evidence that COVID-19 is being spread through 

mail? 

In short, no. According to the CDC, World Health Organization, and U.S. 

Surgeon General, there is no evidence currently that COVID-19 is spread 

through the mail. 

The USPS is acting upon the advisement of the CDC and WHO; 

according to the World Health Organization, “the likelihood of an 

infected person contaminating commercial goods is low and the risk of 

catching the virus that causes COVID-19 from a package that has been 

moved, travelled, and been exposed to different conditions and 

temperature is also low.” Additionally, according to the CDC, “in 

general, because of poor survivability of these coronaviruses on surfaces, 

there is likely very low risk of spread from products or packaging that are 

shipped over a period of days or weeks at ambient temperatures. 

Coronaviruses are generally thought to be spread most often by 

respiratory droplets.”                                   
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Presidents Message 

Quarantine: Wow! When it first started, I never thought 

this lock down would last so long. Oh well, we are doing 

what we need to do to get a handle on this crisis. I’ve 

talked to many of you and happy to report that everyone I 

talked to was healthy and doing well. Not one of you 

complained of being bored as well have many more 

stamps than we could ever complete “collecting” in a 

lifetime of quarantine.  

I’m happy to report than my own collection is in much 

better shape than it has been in years. However, I’ll need 

the quarantine to last much longer to get fully caught up! 

I’ve gotten much of back-of-the-book material, but my 

modern material needs lots of attention.  

If anyone has something share about their collecting 

during this pandemic, your input is welcome. We’d love 

to hear it, really because, yes, we’re that bored! 

New Member: We have a new member: Margarete Miller. 

Many of us have already met her as she has attended 

several meetings and hosted a Christmas craft project at 

our annual party a couple of years ago.  She is a highly 

creative person and has done wonderful things with a 

variety of materials. We showed some of her items in a 

frame at Filatelic Fiesta. I’ve been giving her lots of 

damaged stamps and other old material. I look forward to 

working with her on creative collecting going forward. 

Club Inventory: I’ve been spending a lot of time is 

integrating sorted stamps into our club’s inventory. This 

accumulation started as resource for our youth programs. 

It has now evolved into a wonderful resource for club 

members. The ability to move many thousands of stamps 

out of “miscellaneous worldwide” and into country sorted 

stamps is largely thanks to John Kochever being a sorting 

machine. He has taken many big boxes of random stamps 

and returned many glassines of sorted stamps.  

While many stamps are “ordinary” and probably already 

in many collectors albums, there are some nice and 

uncommon ones as well. The club has been blessed to 

occasionally receive donations that have above average 

stamps.  

I encourage everyone to check out what is available. For 

stamps you want to keep, I suggest a donation to the club 

for about 25% for most stamps and a little more for better 

stamps. It would be a nice favor if you could also return 

the inventory in a more organized manner than when you 

got it. Anybody who would like to look through an 

inventory, just let me know and we work out something 

to keep us all safe.  

Once we get out of this pandemic, it is my hope that we 

can create events to promote the hobby and recruit new 

club members. It is my expectation that having an 

inventory of stamps will encourage people to join as they 

can get their collection off to a good start. I don’t expect 

this to compete with professional dealers in organization 

or depth of material.  When we’ve gotten donations of 

better material, I’ve often offered it to our dealer members 

first.  

Going Forward: I don’t know when we’ll be able to have 

club meetings in person again. All we can do is keep safe 

and stay in touch with each other. I’ll keep in touch with 

the SJ Library about when the Community Room will 

reopen. 

It is still a waiting game to determine if we’ll be able to 

hold Filatelic Fiesta. I hope to have a clearer picture in the 

next few months.  At this moment, we are still in limbo. 

Naturally, I’ll be in touch as soon as we know anything.  

Stay safe and please stay in touch, 

Brian 
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Do It Yourself Cover Expertisation 

It has been my experience that a simple process readily exposes the majority of fake covers. If you ask yourself the 

right questions regarding a cover or folded letter, the answers often lead to conclusions that either reveal it as a fake, 

or support its authenticity. 

The steps in the process of determining fake covers and the questions to be asked are basic and simple. It is almost as 

if you are inside the cover trying to understand what is happening to you. 

To begin with, what is the actual date or probable period of the cover? Sometimes no precise date is available from a 

date stamp, a dateline, the contents or a docketing indication. If all of these are unavailable, the period can still be 

narrowed down by determining the period of usage of the stamps, the postal rate indicated and any other markings that 

appear on the cover. Narrow down the period during which the cover could have been used as much as possible. 

Subsequent steps in establishing the authenticity will rely heavily on accurately determining this period. 

The next step is to determine if all aspects of the cover are internally consistent with the date or period established. 

The paper, the ink, the stamps, the markings, even whether the item is an envelope or a folded letter, should all be 

consistent with the period of use you have established. 

Where did the item originate, and where was it sent? Determine if the cover is consistent with the kinds of mail service 

and the usual methods of handling mail between these two points during the period you have established. 

Sometimes the point of origin is unknown, as is frequently the case with steam, route agent and other classes of mail. 

Even if you do not know the exact point of origin; you can usually determine the most likely area or region of origin. 

Contents, if present, can often provide useful clues by internal references. 

The address may hint at the origin. A letter addressed simply to a town will usually have originated in the same state 

or territory. Letters sent from abroad to the United States are usually so inscribed, while those originating within the 

country seldom are. 

If the letter was forwarded, returned or not delivered as originally addressed, try to determine why this may have been 

the case. If the letter is from a known correspondence, comparing the stamps and markings with others found in the 

same correspondence may prove fruitful.  

Some items, such as ship and steamship usages almost invariably originated at a point different from that at which 

they entered the government mails. They may have been carried by an independent mail carrier, a ship captain, a friend, 

or by any other method of private carriage. 

Attempt to determine what other kind of service may have been involved. This may be signaled by non-government 

rates or pencil notations on the cover which may indicate handling by an express service or something as simple as a 

“favored by” notation indicating private carriage. 

For the period, the method of handling, the point of origin and the destination of the cover, what should the postal rates 

have been? Prepayment in whole or part was mandatory for some items and impossible for others. Knowing which is 

the usual, as well as noting the presence of stamps or paid markings on a cover, becomes an important part of the 

evidence 

 

Continued on next page 
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In the early adhesive period not all prepayment was by adhesive postage stamps. Some mail went to those who had 

the privilege of receiving it free, or part of the postage free. Also mail could be prepaid by combination of stamps and 

cash. 

Determining the correct rate for a given item is crucial. Although there were errors by postal clerks, especially where 

calculations were complicated by compound rates, the vast majority of covers are correctly rated. Overpayments, 

however, occur frequently in mail to foreign countries especially when different rates applied to different routings and 

a sender may have paid the higher rate to make sure that the cover would be sent by the first opportunity no matter 

what the routing. 

Were postage stamps required, optional or exceptional during the period for the type of service the item received? 

Some early stamps were limited in the kinds of mail they could prepay. This information can be important in learning 

whether a cover is genuine. 

If a cover with a postage stamp was sent during a period when the use of stamps was optional, check to ensure that its 

markings are consistent with stamp use rather than postage due. Markings on a stamped cover that would appear on it 

if it were posted without a stamp should have a plausible explanation. Otherwise, they suggest that it is a stampless 

cover to which a postage stamp has been fraudulently added to increase its apparent value. 

If stamps were required during the period indicated by a cover that lacks stamps paying the full rate, check for signs 

that a stamp has been removed or has accidentally come off. Some such covers originated at U.S. territorial post offices, 

where stamps were often unavailable, and may have been prepaid in cash rather than stamps. 

Does the item bear markings consistent with its usage? It should be possible to account for all rate markings and hand 

stamps on a cover. Date stamps should reflect a logical or explicable progression from the cover's point of origin to its 

destination. 

The markings on the cover should match other known genuine examples in appearance. The inks of the markings 

should match as well. Cancellations and other postal markings are subject to alteration. They can also be fraudulently 

added to an item carried outside of the government mails. 

If possible, check to see that markings applied at the same post office are consistent with other known genuine 

examples of the period. For example, some offices routinely used one color of ink for the postmark and another for 

the cancellation. If both are in the same color, check to see if the inks match. If the stamp is tied by the cancel to the 

cover, check to see whether the tie has been enhanced or added. 

Has the item been altered in any way that might conceal manipulation? If a dateline has been removed, or differs from 

the remainder of the contents, determine if the markings on the cover could be explained by a different point of origin 

than the apparent one. Sealing a cover closed also sometimes hides repairs. 

Finally, has a consistent and logical explanation been developed for the markings on the item? If any inconsistencies 

exist it is always possible that they can be explained by starting over in your analysis with a different assumption. 

Assume, for example, that a different stamp was originally on the cover, or that the cover was originally a stampless 

cover. If either premise explains all the markings, you may have good reason to suspect fakery. 

If there is more than one logical explanation for the item, carefully review the rates and regulations of the period. If 

that fails, you may seek information about additional or similar covers that would tend to favor one explanation. 

If you go through these steps on several troublesome covers, you will find that you have spent a lot of time reading 

and studying postal laws and regulations. The more you know about these, the less likely you are to be deceived. 

Proper reference materials will make your task easier. 
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1932 - Washington Bicentennial Postage Stamps by Kenneth Perry 

 

In cooperation with the National Celebration of the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the birth of George 

Washington, the United States Post Office Department authorized a special series of 12 postage stamps in 

denominations of ½ cent to 10 cents, inclusive, to be kept on sale throughout the anniversary period in lieu of the 

regular series of stamps. 

 

The year 1932 marked the 200th anniversary of the birth of George Washington.  A wide variety of events 

celebrating this bicentennial was planned throughout the nation and the Post Office planned a series of stamps to 

commemorate the anniversary as well. Early ideas had the series being a set of bi-colored large frame pictorial 

stamps including among other things, Washington's home at Mt. Vernon, the crossing of the Delaware, 

Washington at Valley Forge, George and Martha Washington, Washington on horseback, the U.S. Capitol, 

Washington's tomb, the Wakefield, Virginia homestead where Washington was born, the inauguration of 

Washington, Washington resigning his commission and the Washington monument. This may have led to a very 

attractive set of commemorative stamps had the concept of using various portraits of Washington not won out. 

 

In another early proposal, the Postmaster suggested an issue of as many as eighteen stamps through the $5 value, 

most likely to replace the Series of 1922 designs. Congress even got into the act with a bill proposing that all 

postage stamps issued in the United States and its possessions for the entire year of 1932 would bear the portrait 

of Washington. The bill never passed. 

 

Ultimately the stamps were issued in single colors in the same size as the regular issues, most certainly as a cost-

cutting measure, after all 1932 was in the heart of the Great Depression. 

It was no accident that the two cent stamp bears the popular Gilbert Stuart portrait, the same portrait, although 

reversed, as the one that appears on the one dollar bill. The two cent was the most common stamp, being the rate 

for the first class letter. 

 

2¢ - The likeness of Washington by Gilbert Stuart from a painting made at Germantown, Pa., in 1796, known as 

the Atheneum portrait, the original of which is now in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.   (4,222,198,300 

issued)     

Continued on next page 
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½¢ - The likeness of Washington taken from a miniature painted by Charles Wilson Peale in 1777, the original 

of which is in the Metropolitan Museum of Art.     (87,969,700 issued) 

1½¢ - The likeness of Washington modeled from a painting known as the Virginia Colonel made at Mount 

Vernon in 1772 by Charles Wilson Peale, the original of which is now in Washington and Lee University. 

(304,926,800 issued) 

3¢ - The likeness of Washington in the uniform of a general with cocked hat reproduced from a portrait by 

Charles Wilson Peale painted at Valley Forge in 1777. The original portrait is now in the State Normal School 

at West Chester, Pa.      (456,198,500 issued) 

5¢ - The likeness of Washington from a painting by Charles Wilson Peale made in 1795, and now in the 

possession of the New York Historical Society. (170,565,100 issued) 

  

Continued on next page 
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1¢ - Reproduction of the profile bust of Washington by Jean Antoine Houdon made in 1785 and now in Mount 

Vernon.      265,555,100 issued) 

  

 

4¢ - The likeness of Washington taken from a painting by Charles Willson Peale. The painting was donated to 

the National Portrait Gallery by its former owner, Mr. William Patten, Rhinebeck, N.Y. (151,201,300 issued) 

Continued on next page 
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6¢ - Representing Washington in the uniform of a general reproduced from a painting by John Trumbull in 

1792, now in Yale University. (111,739,400 issued) 

 

7¢ - The portrait painted by John Trumbull in 1780, the original of which is now in the Metropolitan Museum 

of Art. (83,257,400 issued) 

Continued on next page 
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8¢ - The profile bust portrait of Washington facing to the left, reproduced from a crayon drawing made from life 

by Charles Balthazar Julien Févret de Saint-Mémin at Philadelphia in 1798.     (96,506,100 issued) 

 

9¢ - The likeness of Washington modeled from a pastel portrait in the possession of the Masonic lodge of 

Alexandria, Va., for whom it was drawn from life by W. Williams in 1794.      (75,709,200 issued) 

10¢ - The portrait of Washington taken from a painting by Gilbert Stuart in 1795, now in the possession of the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City.      (147,216,000 issued) 

Continued on next page 
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George Washington ( February 22, 1732 – December 14, 1799 ) served as the first President of the United States 

of America ( 1789–1797), and led the Continental Army to victory over the Kingdom of Great Britain in the 

American Revolutionary War (1775–1783 ). 

The Continental Congress appointed Washington commander-in-chief of the American revolutionary forces in 

1775. The following year, he forced the British out of Boston, lost New York City, and crossed the Delaware 

River in New Jersey, defeating the surprised enemy units later that year. As a result of his strategy, Revolutionary 

forces captured the two main British combat armies at Saratoga and Yorktown. Negotiating with Congress, the 

colonial states, and French allies, he held together a tenuous army and a fragile nation amid the threats of 

disintegration and failure. Following the end of the war in 1783, Washington retired to his plantation at Mount 

Vernon, prompting an incredulous King George III to state, "If he does that, he will be the greatest man in the 

world." 

 

Dissatisfied with the Articles of Confederation, he presided over the Philadelphia Convention that drafted the 

United States Constitution in 1787. Washington became President of the United States in 1789 and established 

many of the customs and usages of the new government's executive department. He sought to create a great nation 

capable of surviving in a world torn asunder by war between Britain and France. His unilateral Proclamation of 

Neutrality of 1793 provided a basis for avoiding any involvement in foreign conflicts. He supported plans to build 

a strong central government by funding the national debt, implementing an effective tax system, and creating a 

national bank. Washington avoided the temptation of war and began a decade of peace with Britain via the Jay 

Treaty in 1795; he used his prestige to get it ratified over intense opposition from the Jeffersonians. Although 

never officially joining the Federalist Party, he supported its programs and was its inspirational leader. 

Washington's farewell address was a primer on republican virtue and a stern warning against partisanship, 

sectionalism, and involvement in foreign wars. 

Washington is seen as a symbol of the United States and republicanism in practice. His devotion to civic virtue 

made him an exemplary figure among early American politicians. Washington died in 1799, and in his funeral 

oration, Henry Lee said that of all Americans, he was "first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his 

countrymen." Washington has been consistently ranked by scholars as one of the greatest U.S. Presidents. 
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Continued from page 1… 

But can’t I catch COVID-19 from a letter 

carrier? 

The USPS has implemented  changes to encourage 

unwell employees to stay home: “Our leave policies 

[have been updated] to allow liberal use of leave and 

to therefore give our employees the ability to stay 

home whenever they feel sick, must provide 

dependent care, or any other qualifying factor under 

the Families First Coronavirus Response Act.  We 

have entered into agreements with our unions to 

provide 80 hours of paid leave to non-career 

employees for issues related to COVID-19, and have 

expanded the definition of sick leave for dependent 

care for covered employees to deal with the closures 

of primary and secondary schools across the 

country.” 

These measures, in addition to the social distancing 

behaviors reinforced for letter and package 

deliveries, are intended to reduce the likelihood that 

you will come in contact with a COVID-19-infected 

person, keep employees safe, and ensure that the mail 

can continue to move. 

Is Congress going to keep funding the 

USPS? 

On March 27, 2020, the USPS released the following 

statement on the Congressional Stimulus Package. 

“The United States Postal Service appreciates the 

inclusion of limited emergency borrowing authority 

during this COVID-19 pandemic. However, the 

Postal Service remains concerned that this measure 

will be insufficient to enable the Postal Service to 

withstand the significant downturn in our business 

that could directly result from the pandemic. Under a 

worst case scenario, such downturn could result in 

the Postal Service having insufficient liquidity to 

continue operations. 

“The Postal Service continues to provide an 

essential public service in the midst of this pandemic. 

As recently as January of this year, the National 

Security Council identified the delivery of postal 

services as a “critical government service” 

necessary during times of crisis, and the Department 

of Homeland Security earlier this month identified 

“postal and shipping workers” as essential to 

critical infrastructure. 

“As Americans are urged to stay home, the 

importance of the mail will only grow as people will 

need access to communications and essential 

packages such as prescription drugs and other 

necessities. This is particularly true in rural and 

other areas, where the Postal Service may be the only 

affordable delivery provider available to fulfill the 

needs of these communities. In addition, the 

population most at-risk from the Coronavirus, 

people over the age of 65, is also the least likely to 

be using the internet or other technology to access 

information. 

“As the Postal Service continues to spend resources 

in response to this crisis, the national decline in 

economic activity has led to a rapid drop in mail 

volumes and a significant loss in needed revenues, 

which puts our ongoing ability to provide our vital 

federal service at risk. We will continue to work with 

policymakers in the months ahead to ensure that 

Americans have access to the mail during this 

critical time in our nation’s history.” 

Why is the United States Postal Service 

important? 

At the American Philatelic Society, we appreciate 

more than most the essential role of the United States 

Postal Service in our country. The USPS is the great 

equalizer, allowing anyone to send mail at the same 

rate, no matter how far or how rural the destination. 

Plus, yes, we love stamps. 

 

                 Continued on next page 
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Can I send or receive mail to another 

country? 

International mail is still coming into the country 

without interruptions. However, several countries 

around the world have suspended international mail 

from entering due to an inability to process and 

deliver mail; a full list of the countries affected by 

temporary service suspensions is available on the 

USPS website.  

The USPS notes: “Please do not attempt to send an 

item addressed to any of the affected countries. If you 

do, the item will be returned to you.” 

The most recent update, from April 10, 2020, reads 

as follows: “The Postal Service will temporarily 

suspend international mail acceptance to 

destinations where air and sea transportation is 

unavailable due to widespread cancellations and 

restrictions into the area. Customers are asked to 

refrain from mailing items addressed to any of the 

following countries, until further notice.” Please 

regularly check the USPS Service alerts; many 

countries’ status changes daily. 

Is my local post office still open? Will I 

continue to receive mail? 

The USPS keeps an updated list of regional post 

office closures due to COVID-19, organized by state. 

The USPS offers many ways for customers to 

continue sending and receiving mail safely. For 

example, you can order postage and shipping 

supplies online, learn about your local post office’s 

hours of operation and updates online, schedule a 

specific time for package pick-up, and more. 

My business involves sending and receiving 

mail and packages? What should I do? 

For businesses with mail operations that are affected 

by COVID-19, the USPS encourages you to reach 

out to your local post office representative.  

Can I mail my mom my extra hand 

sanitizer? 

Technically, yes. But hand sanitizer and disinfectant 

wipes with alcohol content are flammable, and 

therefore strictly handled as hazardous material 

(HAZMAT) by the USPS. The shipping of this 

material is limited to surface transportation-only – 

and cannot be mailed internationally or to 

APO/FPO/DPO military destinations. In order to 

ship this material, you must use USPS Retail Ground, 

Parcel Select, or Parcel Select Lightweight. These 

services are only available through your local post 

office branch. 

I’m supposed to update my passport. What 

should I do? 

As of March 25, 2020, the USPS is conducting 

passport application services through appointment 

only. In late March, the Department of State advised 

that regular passport delivery times may be delayed. 

Additionally, expedited passport application 

processing services are not being offered unless a life 

or death emergency exists. Regular passport 

applications are still accepted. 

__________________________________________ 
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White Ace  Alternative  Pages 

 

       

                          WhiteAce                                                                   Eutectic 

For collectors using WhiteAce pages, there is a new alternative source for pages.   

Eutectic Stamps of Cincinnati Ohio is now producing supplements very similar to the 

original WhiteAce supplements. The layout style is the same.  Paper, graphics, and printing 

are equal to or better than WhiteAce.  For those interested in exploring this alternative go 

to  HTTP://EUTECTIC.WIXSITE.COM/STAMPS  or send an email to Jim Jowanovitz at 

eutecticstamps@gmail.com.  Mailing address: Jim Jowanovitz, 4316 Peppermill Ln., 

Cincinnati, OH 45242.  

 I will bring in WhiteAce and Eutectic pages to the next stamp club meeting for people to 

compare.  Hopefully that will be the June meeting.  Until then, Stay Safe.   

  

http://eutectic.wixsite.com/STAMPS
mailto:eutecticstamps@gmail.com
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#10 - Scott 39   1860 90 cent Washington 

 

#9 - Scott 573   1922 5 dollar America 

 

#8 - Scott 293   1898 2 dollar Trans-Mississippi 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                  

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                            

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                  

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                        

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, 

Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                               

(India)  

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                    

Web Site: www.thepostcard.com                                                         

Email: wrsky@att.net                                                  

(philatelic material, covers, postcards)   

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co.                                                               

PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100                                                      

Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                     

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                  

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder 

and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies)                                         
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